Who’s still taking 
tamale orders? 


It is a holiday tradition in San Antonio, 
but you are running out of time to place 
your order. Page D1 


>> Simple and tasty mock pecan pie. D3 


San Antonio Expres 


ExpRESSNEWS.COM AND MySA.com | Wednesday, December 20, 2017 | Tue voice or SourH TEXAS SINCE 1865 


CONGRE 
TAX LEGISLATION 


RUTH JONES McCLENDON 


1943-2017 


i Jerry Lara / San Antonio Express-News 


Longtime state Rep. Ruth Jones McClendon, 
D-San Antonio, also had served as a member of 
the San Antonio City Council. 


Legislator 
was fighter 
for justice 


By Vincent T. Davis and Jasper Scherer 
STAFF WRITERS 


State legislators recall that even waning health 
couldn’t stop Ruth Jones McClendon from work- 
ing on behalf of those whose voices aren’t often 
heard. 

During her final legislative session in the Texas 
House, the East Side representative navigated the 
Capitol halls on an electric scooter, battling stage 4 
nonsmoker’s lung cancer as she pushed through a 
bill to curb wrongful convictions. 

Friends, colleagues and mentees of McClendon, 
who died Tuesday at age 74, said the tenacity she 
showed at the end of her two-decade tenure was a 
typical display for the longtime San Antonio state 
representative. 

“She was shrewd and she was accomplished,” 
said Bexar County Commissioner Tommy Calvert, 

Legislator continues on A12 


Olga 
Hernandez 
had been 
charged with 
conspiracy to 
commit 
honest 
services wire 
fraud and 
conspiracy to 
solicit and 
accept bribes. 


John Davenport / Express-News 


Former trustee 
at SAISD is 
found not guilty 


By Alia Malik 


STAFF WRITER 


A federal jury found Olga Hernandez not 
guilty Tuesday of conspiracy to commit honest 
services wire fraud and conspiracy to solicit and 
accept bribes, rejecting arguments by prosecu- 
tors that she had a long-running arrangement 
with an insurance broker to back his contracts as 
a San Antonio Independent School District trust- 
ee. 
The jury took more than five hours to reach 
the verdict. Hernandez wept and hugged her 
attorneys when it was announced to gasps from 

SAISD continues on A15 
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Finding 

this year’s 
must-have 
Christmas toy 


Uresti’s ex 
claims she 
was harassed 
into not filing 
Gilbert Garcia, A2 


-News 


OKS 


Gabriella Demczuk / New York Times 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, accompanied by other GOP leaders, talks about the Republican tax plan 
during a news conference at the Capitol. 


But the House must 
vote one more time 


By Thomas Kaplan 
and Alan Rappeport 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — Republicans took a critical 
step toward notching their first significant leg- 
islative victory since assuming full political con- 
trol, as the House and Senate voted along party 
lines to pass the most sweeping rewrite of the 


tax code in decades. 


The $1.5 trillion tax bill, which is expected to 
head to President Donald Trump’s desk in the 
coming days, will have broad effects on the econ- 
omy, making deep and lasting cuts to corporate 


Sen. Ted Cruz’s 
provision to 
allow the use 
of 529 savings 
accounts for 
home-school- 
ing expenses 
was one of 
three stum- 
bling blocks 
that will re- 
quire a revote 
on the mea- 
sure in the 
House. 


Page A6 


taxes as well as temporarily lowering individual 
taxes. 

The endeavor was not without hiccups, how- 
ever, as three small provisions in the final tax bill 
agreed to by the House and Senate were found 
by the Senate parliamentarian to violate the 
budget rules that Republicans had to follow to 
pass their bill through a process that shielded it 
from a Democratic filibuster. 

As a result, the bill changed slightly in the 
Senate, and the House will need to vote on it 
again today, since both chambers must approve 
identical legislation. 

Among the items that were deemed out of 
order was the title of the bill: the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act. 

The approval of the bill Tuesday in the House 
and early today in the Senate came over the 

Tax continues on A6 


S.A. girl pleads for CHIP funding 


ll-year-old says 
without it, she'll 
lose her sight 


By Bill Lambrecht 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON - In an 
u*-hour drive to rescue a na- 
tionwide children’s health 
program, ti-year-old Harmonie 
Flores-Brown of San Antonio 
gazed up at a microphone in 
an ornate Senate hearing room 
and described what might 
happen if Congress fails her. 

“Me and other kids depend 
on CHIP, and if it is taken 
away, I won’t be able to see,” 
she said, describing her seri- 


Billy Calzada / San Antonio Express-News 


ous vision disorders. “We need 
the insurance, I need the in- 
surance. So please don’t take it 
away.” 

The future of the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, or 
CHIP, which expired Sept. 30, 
remains uncertain in the final 


™ | scheduled week of Congress, 
in which completion of a Re- 
publican tax plan and prevent- 
ing a government shutdown 
are priorities in the GOP-run 
Congress. 

CHIP money has continued 
to flow due to an extension of 
governmentwide funding that 
expires Friday. But states have 
begun issuing warnings about 
an imminent cutoff of benefits. 

Alabama officials said this 
week that 7,000 children 
would lose coverage on New 


Single mom Year’s Day, with benefits for 


Dakota the remaining 77,000 in the 
Flores speaks | program ending Feb. 1. Con- 
with children | necticut declared Tuesday that 
Harmonie it would shutter its program 
(left) and Jan. 31. 

Serenity In Texas, the Health and 
Grace. Girl continues on A6 
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Boxer Tony Ayala Jr. spent much of 


Chorichilaquiles taco on a flour tortilla from 


153rd year, No. 81. 
46 pages, © 2017 
San Antonio Express-News 


ang 


dl his talent behind bars. Page A14 


Regia’s Cocina. ExpressNews.com/Tacos 


2018 NEW TOYOTA 


2018 NEW TOYOTA 
COROLLA LE RAVA LE 


1.8L ACYL, AUTO, STAR SAFETY SYSTEM, 6.1” TOUCHSCREEN, 
REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY, STEERING WHEEL W/AUDIO & PHONE CONTROLS 


MSRP $20,175, LEASE RESIDUAL $10,693, LEASE PAYMENTS BASED ON 36 
MOS, 12,000 MILES/YR, MODEL 1852. STK#K776745. 


2.5L 4 CYLINDER, 6 SPEED AUTOMATIC, STAR SAFETY 5s 
BACKUP CAMERA, STEERING WHEEL AUDIO CONTROLS 


MSRP $25,880, LEASE SUBVENTION CASH $1000, LEASE RESIDUAL $15,269, LEASE 
PAYMENTS BASED ON 36 MOS, 12,000 MILES/YR, MODEL 4430. STK#V426830. 


ORTH PARK Sales: 210-835-5000 or 1-988-820-9550 mas South @ Enit 144 Fischer Roan “tate tain NORTHPARKTOVOTA.COM OR 


i COROLA LE LEASE PAYMENTS BASED ON ADJ. CAP COST $21,079, $0 DOWN, $O FIRST PAYMENT, $O SECURITY DEPOSIT = $0 DUE AT SIGNING, RAVA LE LEASE PAYMENTS BASED ON ADJ. CAP COST $25,788, $O DOWN, $O FIRST PAYMENT, $O SECURITY DEPOSIT = $0 DUE AT SIGNING. ALL LEASE PAYMENTS INCLUDE | | 
TOYOTA OF SAN ANTONIO $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT, W/ APPROVED CREDIT, TAXES, TITLE AND LICENSE AND $150 DOC FEE ARE INCLUDED. ALL O° FINANCING W/ APPROVED CREDIT. COLLEGE GRAD AND MILITARY REBATES ARE NOT INCLUDED. FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 150 MILES. ART FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY. ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 12/31/2017. 


